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Biography: Professor Elizabeth Blackburn

Professor Blackburn is the Louis Matheson Distinguished Visiting Professor at the School of Biomedical Sciences, Monash University during the 8th - 29th June 2007.
Elizabeth Blackburn is a leader in the area of telomere and telomerase research, and has made key discoveries in different aspects of telomere function and biology. In 1985, she discovered the telomere structure and the ribonucleoprotein enzyme, telomerase, and since that time, hers has become a lead laboratory in manipulating and studying telomerase activity in cells. Dr. Blackburn and her research team at the University of California, San Francisco are working with a variety of organisms and human cells, especially cancer cells, with the goal of understanding telomerase and telomere biology.

Dr. Blackburn earned her B.Sc. (1970) and M.Sc. (1972) degrees from the University of Melbourne in Australia, and her Ph.D. (1975) from the University of Cambridge in England. She did her postdoctoral work in Molecular and Cellular Biology from 1975 to 1977 at Yale.

Dr. Blackburn came to UCSF from the Department of Molecular Biology at the University of California Berkeley in 1990, when she joined the Departments of Microbiology and Immunology, and Biochemistry and Biophysics, as Professor and Department Chair of the Department of Microbiology and Immunology (1993 to 1999). Dr. Blackburn is currently the Morris Herzstein Professor of Biology and Physiology in the Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics at UCSF.

Throughout her career, Dr. Blackburn has been honored by her peers as the recipient of many prestigious awards, including the General Motors Cancer Research Foundation Alfred P. Sloan Award (2001), the Bristol Myers Squibb Award for Distinguished Cancer Research (2003) and the Dr. A.H. Heineken Prize for Medicine (2004), the Kirk A. Landon-American Association for Cancer Research Prize for Basic Cancer Research (2005), the Benjamin Franklin Medal in Life Science (2005), the Albert Lasker* Award for Basic Medical Research (2006), and the Peter Gruber Foundation Genetics Prize (2006). She was named California Scientist of the Year in 1999, and was elected President of the American Society for Cell Biology for the year 1998.

Dr. Blackburn is an elected Foreign Associate of the National Academy of Sciences (1993), and an elected Member of the Institute of Medicine (2000). She is an elected Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (1991), the Royal Society of London (1992), and the American Association for the Advancement of Science (2000).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

*The Lasker Awards focus keen attention each year on an elite community of remarkable basic and clinical scientists whose work has been seminal to understanding disease and the human being's capacity to overcome it. 

Year after year, recipients of the Lasker Awards also are honored with the Nobel Prize for Physiology, Medicine or Chemistry. Since 1962, Seventy-one Lasker Award recipients have gone on to win a Nobel Prize, most within two years of receiving the Lasker Award.
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